
Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of-these changes
on radio control (RjC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RjC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

This is in reply to your letters of February 10, 1993, in which you inquired
on behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the priyate
land mobile radio service~ operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

We are, of course, sens1t1ve to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

Your constituents'
We expect final
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We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.
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J. BENNETI JOHNSTON

LOUISIANA
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1802

February 10, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
Legislative Affairs
1919 M Street N.W.
Room 808
Washington, DC 20554

Because of the desire of this office to be responsive to all
inquiries and communications, your consideration of the attached
is requested. Your findings and views, in duplicate form, along
with return of the enclosure, will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Please reply to:

Suite 1010 Hale Boggs Federal Building
501 Magazine Street
New Orleans, LA 70130



mine is building and flying
in aviation at a very young

interest began before I was
so this is three generations
and my wife joined the ranks

The Honorable J. Bennett Johnson
501 Magazine Street
New Orleans. LA 70115

Dear Senator Johnson.

A very important past timos of
model airplanes. My interest began
6g8. almost at birth. My father's
born. Now my son has an interest,
of modeling. I was married in 1969
of model aviators.

In 1971 we were involved in Radio Control aircraft. We
become members of the Academy of Model Aviation. We became
members of the Chalmette Radio Control Club, a local model ina
club in the area. Now, my son, my father, my intended son-in-la~
3nd 1 belona to the Saint Bernard AeroSpace Club. We have a
,"ath'3r- large - investmf!nt in our hobby and a deep concer~n of how
long it will exist.

Our current concern is with the proposed rules under
consideration by the F.C.C., to which I refer is the P. R. Docket
92-235. The new rules if adopted would greatly reduce the
u~ability of frequencies currently assigned for model use,
increase the risk of accidents, and attendant liability for
controlling model aircraft.

The frequencies used by modelers are 72 MHz - 76 MHz bands.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operators. However. our radio control frequencies in this band
ars far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we
have shared the bond without either user interfering with the

The F.C.C. now wants to create more land mobile frequencies
by splitting them into narr"ower band widths and rearranging the
band plan. As a re2ult, many land mobile frequencies will move
clos,?t- to th'2 i-·3dio contt~()l fr-equenci'2s t.hat will C,3use
interference to the radio control operations. 1 am told that of
t~e 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control
of model airplanes only'9 frequencies will be left if these new
rules are adopted.

We go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators, equipment, and bystanders when we fly our model
aircr~ft by radio control. When there is interference with a
fi-'-0qIH?ncy in ." '".ld-Ie;. contl~ol cCii,"ci"aft you could loose (:?\/2t-ythilf(~,

which 15 the safety of the operator, spectators, and loss of
aircraft. We 3S members of AMA pride ourselves on our safety and
H 0'1.1 1 cI '\'j k e to k >2 '''' P <.) 1I rhob b y k n 0 \-'Jrl d S the s Ci f 8 S: t. .

oU t~ air c " Ci f t ,] r" 'c) 0 f v .3 rio US3 'j :: '2 S :3 0 rn '2: v-. i t h !,-.J'j n 9 s t h C\ t .:; P ,,1 I',

Ie ler, fc~et. Thc)y car, \-'Jc,'jgh as rl1l1ch ·'1S: fo,"":Y p(:,unds. The' mode'l:::
themselves are expensive toP

Thc)y
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pai'+_-[c-ip_,,-I:::., in comr"c:d-ition' and
Pt-',:?se,nt.

r do believe communication is veri important. am a user
of indnJi type:: of i~.'Jdi() commun-icat-j\/ein,-:::t.i·I..Irn'2nts, not Ju:.::t_ =,:''3 ;e,
:-l')I:·b~ii·:::t, Ii-I my ~'JOt"k I us:e a hand held radio, .3 cc,11u13t- phone,
:::; \•. 8, in my car, and d mal-ine r,,,,dio for- my boats, r do nc,t
think it wise for the F_C.C. to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio units at the expense of modelers_

Not only do we as modelers have a considerable investment in
our models and radio equipment, our hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to thousands of people like me, Model aviation has
contributed to the advancement and development of the commerc1al
aviation industry, 3nd should not suffer by the passage of these
f i- ''" que n cv c h ,:em 9 e s _ The F, C . C. s h 0 u 1d not t a kern 0 del a \/i a ti 0 n i ::: t
l·ightl~/. A fLwthEo,- not,,, i-'::idL') conti-oll'3d ·3irct-,,:,ft ~'Ja::: u:;;~:2din

the Persian Gulf War
Please take the feelings of my family, club members, other

hobbyist, and myself into consideration when P,R. -Docket 92-235
comes before you. Please help rne to continue the safe enjoyment
of my past-time by not allowing the passage of this proposal to
change the 72mhz-75mhz band.

Sincerely yours

~~}iJ2~r·
Louis J, Daigle, Jr'_
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February 3, 1993

The Honorable J. Bennett Johnson
501 Magazine Street
New Orleans, LA 70115

Dear Senator Johnson,

My concerns with your proposed rules change "PR Docket,"
which if implemented will greatly interfere with my only pastime.
If adopted, the new rules currently assigned for model use will
increase the risk of accident and attendant liability for
controlling model aircraft.

Something about myself, I am a retired businessman from the
auto repair industry. I am 68 years old, I began modeling after
my marriage some 44 years ago which gave me ana my family many
hours of enjoyment. I'm the father of two sons, a grandfather of
four, and great-grandfather of two. My two sons, two of my
grandsons, and one of my grand-daughters enjoy the use of radio
controlled equipment. I am a member of the AMA (Academy of Model
Aeronautics) and an active member of the Saint Bernard AeroSpace
Club (a local flying club).

I understand the importance of communications, but feel that
this change will hurt the pastime enjoyment of many people like
me and my family. These changes will make safe flying an artifac
t. Some aircraft have wing spans of ten feet and can weigh as
much as 30 to 40 pounds. These models are flown at organized
events and contest where hundreds of operators participate and
many more spectators watch the performances.
As a frequency user, I don't think it is the wish of the F.C.C.
to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at
the expense of radio control modelers. The F.C.C. may not think
we are as important d business users of radios, but we have
considerable investments in our radio equipment. This hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like me
and my family.

Model aviation has made significant contributions to the
aviation industry. It has even been used in the Gulf War. Let's
work together to keep this a safe and enjoyable recreation that
all ages can enjoy. Please help me to enlighten the F.C.C.
t-egulatory commission of the feelings of model aircraft hobbyist.
Model aircraft hobbyist would like the F.C.C. not to change the
frequency.

Sincerely yours,

~ 1_ ~;. I :ah.
LouisOJ. Oa~~ Sr.
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February 10, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
Legislative Affairs
1919 M Street N.W.
Room BOB
Washington, DC 20554

Because of the desire of this office to be responsive to all
inquiries and communications, your consideration of the attached
is requested. Your findings and views, in duplicate form, along
with return of the enclosure, will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Please reply to:

Suite 1010 Hale Boggs Federal Building
501 Magazine Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
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The Honorable

J. BENNETT JOHNSTON

I have been interested in aviation since I was a chi ld. I am
extremely active in two local clubs whose members enjoy
construction and operating radio controlled model airplanes
and helicopters. There are approximately 200 model aviators
involved in these two local clubs.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) . The proceed i og is PR Docket 92- 235. I f adopted, the
new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes and helicopters.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are presently far enough apart from the land mobile
frequencies that we have been able to share the band without
either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will
move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control of model airplanes and
helicopters, only 19 frequencies wi;l be left if these new
rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio control frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans
up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The
models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the
point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious
injury, or even death if radio interference cause the
operator to lose control of the craft .. I have models that
'weigh 10 pounds and achieve speeds in excess of 120 miles per
hour, you must realize the potential for disaster if my radio
control link is interfered with. We often fly our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.



I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
are as important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. I personally have six radio control transmitters
that were quite an expense to purchase and has taken years to
accumulate. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment tQ
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for t~e

72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

H. W. Armstrong Jr

7t~~


